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To Flip or Not to Flip? Beyond an Educational Fad to Research-based Classrooms
—An Interview with Professor Michael J. Jacobson from the University of Sydney

Hu Liru*, Michael J. Jacobson?, Zhang Baohui', Song Lingging®

(1.School of Education, Shaanxi Normal University, Xian Shaanxi 710062; 2. Faculty of Education and Social Work,
University of Sydney, Sydney 2006; 3. China Education Technology, National Center for Educational Technology, Beijing
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Editorial Comment: The notion of a “flipped classroom” has attracted much attention in the popular press in recent years. Still,
there are questions: Why flip? What to flip? How to flip? To flip or not to flip? During the 2015 International Forum of Educational
Technology in Xi'an, the author had an opportunity to talk in-depth about these and related questions with Professor Michael J.
Jacobson. Prof. Jacobson is the Chair of Education in the Faculty of Education and Social Work, and the Co-director of Centre for
Research on Computer Supported Learning and Cognition at the University of Sydney. He is one of the world's leading experts in
research-based EdTech and in the fields of the learning and cognitive sciences. This interview explored Prof. Jacobson's views on
current status of rigorous educational research involving learning and teaching in flipped classrooms. Issues were analyzed about
definitions, procedures, mechanisms, as well as potential studies related to flipped classroom approaches from the perspective of
the learning and cognitive sciences. These perspectives and issues have implications for Chinese and international researchers and
teachers who are interested in a centrally important question: Is a flipped classroom really a genuine innovation in teaching and
learning that is educationally effective and viable or is it just an educational fad?
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