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What Caused the Weakened Undergraduate Educational Technology Major in China

—A Case Study on the Abolishment of Undergraduate Educational Technology Major at a Comprehensive Research University
HU Liru, ZHANG Baohui, CHENG Lunan, ZHANG Jing

Abstract: The number of the institutions that can award a bachelor’s degree in educational technology has been stable in
recent years, with the coexistence of increase and decrease. Current studies on the construction of Educational Technology major
in China mainly focused on local or normal colleges and universities. Many researchers investigated how to construct the major
and how to cope with the problems during the constructions. However, few studies concentrate on the many cases of major
abolishment in recent years. Is the closure of the major a direct sign to show its decline? What’s the essential reason for its
closure? Therefore, this study adopted a case study method to thoroughly analyze the construction, development and abolishment
of the undergraduate educational major at a comprehensive research university A. Multiple data were collected to reveal the
essential reason for the abolishment. The study found many factors led to the suspension of the undergraduate Educational
Technology major at A, including major design, students, teachers, external environment, and subject characteristics. The
shortages of teachers and teachers” personal development stress were the key factors. Meanwhile, the contradiction between
characteristics of comprehensive research universities and Educational Technology discipline was explained as the underlying
cause. These experience and lesson from A enlightens that the construction of new undergraduate Educational Technology major
should be distinctive based on the position of the college or university, the curriculums should closely conform to the cultivation
objects, and major’s reputation—building and students” ideological work should also be emphasized. In addition, for
comprehensive research universities, "2 plus 4" can be a good model to construct Educational Technology major, which recruits
students from the junior year and allows them continue the master’s degree study directly.

Keywords: Comprehensive Research University; Educational Technology; Major Construction; Major
Abolishment; Case Analysis
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